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Officials  from the Town of Brookhaven and Suffolk County join civic and community leaders  and s tudents  from the William
Floyd High School Skate and BMX Committee at the groundbreaking ceremony for the new Brookhaven Skate Park in Mas tic.

Farmingville, NY - Supervisor Mark Lesko and C ounc ilman Dan P anico were joined by Suffolk C ounty Legis lator Kate
Browning, Suffolk  C ounty Legis lator Ed Romaine, P arks  C ommiss ioner Ed Morris , Deputy C ommiss ioner P eter C ris ,
c ivic  and community  leaders , res idents , some of the s tudents  that contributed to the des ign of the skate  park  and
skate board enthus ias ts  at the ground breaking ceremony for the new Town of Brookhaven Skate P ark located behind
the  Town of Brookhaven A quatic  C enter. The  new s tate-of-the-art  fac ility  will  inc lude  Hubba  Ledges , C hina  Bank
Sec tions , Rainbow Rails , Grind Rails  and more. C ons truc tion of the  park  is  being done by  Brookhaven Town-based
Res idential Fence and Laser Indus tries  of Ridge, owned by A nthony and Mario Gulino. The projec ted opening date for
the skate park is  the end of November 2010.

The cos t of the new park will be paid through a $250,000  grant from Suffolk C ounty and $250,000  in capital funding
by  the  Town, which  was  secured  through  the  efforts  of  C ounc ilman  Dan  P anico  and  the  late  C ounc ilman  Keith
Romaine who was  one of the driving forces  behind the projec t and who found the location where the park will be built.
Romaine worked to get the skate park off the ground and inc luded the s tudents  from the William Floyd H igh School
Skate  and  BMX  C ommittee, who  provided  invaluable  input  into  the  des ign  features  with  the  support  of A ss is tant
Superintendent Janet Gilmor and Superintendent Dr. P aul C asc iano.

"We  are  pleased  to  have  worked  c losely  with  the  town in  identifying  the  location  for  this  worthwhile  rec reational
fac ility," said Suffolk C ounty Executive Steve Levy.

"Suffolk  C ounty  made a  commitment over five  years  ago to cons truc t a  skate  park  in this  area,"  s tated Legis lator
Browning. "Today we have fulfilled that commitment in partnership with Brookhaven Town. This  is  the bes t location for
our children and community. I  want to thank C ounc ilman P anico and Supervisor Lesko for making this  a reality, and
it's  a great example of two levels  of government coming together for the betterment of our communities ."

Suffolk C ounty Legis lator Ed Romaine said "I 'm happy to see this  projec t, one that my son worked his  entire tenure in
office with local community res idents  and kids , s tart to be built on this  s ite. My son fought hard to keep the funds  in
the 2009  and 2010  budgets . I  espec ially want to thank his  successor C ounc ilman Dan P anico who worked to make
sure this  projec t came to fruition today."

"This  new skate  park  has  been a  dream for  kids  throughout  Brookhaven  Town and  now it  will  be  a  reality,"  said
Supervisor Lesko. "Skateboarding continues  to  grow in popularity  and it's  important  that  the  Town provide  a  safe
environment  for those  who  enjoy  the  sport. This  was  a  real  community  effort  and I  thank  everyone  who  helped to



make it poss ible. When this  is  completed, it will be one of the bes t skate fac ilities  on Long Is land."

C ounc ilman Dan P anico said, "I  will  continue to work collec tively to improve our community ac ross  party lines  and
with the input of the people I  represent. This  is  a wonderful day and marks  the culmination of the collec tive work of
many, namely of the late C ounc ilman and my friend Keith Romaine."

For more information about the Town of Brookhaven P arks  department and our fac ilities , vis it www.brookhaven.org.
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